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the big Guns
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Hello, April. You blinked, didn't you? We're already
four months into the year. Wow! Baseball is in full swing,
no pun intended and summer is almost upon us. Sorry,
no April Fool's Day here. — only Real … Radical …
Relentless … Relevant TRUTH. This month we’re continuing the Spiritual Warfare series headquartered in
Ephesians 6:10-18 and how the very familiar “Armor of
God” passage mirrors the mission of a Marine Corps Rifle
Squad.
Before we get going, let's have a quick review to break
down Ephesians 6:10-18 and parallel the passage with the
Mission of a Marine Rifle Squad, which is — to locate,
close with and destroy the enemy by fire and maneuver
and repel the enemy’s assault by fire and close combat.
The “fire” we use to destroy the enemy are the weapons of
God — the sword of the Spirit — God's Word (v.17) and
prayer (v.18). The “maneuver” is fitting your feet with the
readiness that comes from the Gospel of Peace (v.15). We
repel the enemy's assault with the belt of truth and breastplate of righteousness (v.14), the shield of faith (v.16) and
helmet of salvation (v.17). “Close combat” is our interactions with others, how we treat them and how we handle
the trials of this world and the struggles of life.
Last month we talked about intelligence and properly
preparing for your enemy. Now, while I love the strategic
component of any battle — the fun doesn't start until shots
are fired and things start blowing up. It's okay. You can
admit it. I mean, at the end of the day, where would you
rather be hanging out? In the intel tent (kind of cool) or
with a gun 4 stories tall, 20 ft. wide, 140 ft. long, that takes a
500-man crew to fire two giant projectiles: a 10,584-pound
high-explosive shell and a 16,540-pound concrete-piercing
shell? Huh?
Can you say
really, really
cool? For you
WWII buffs,
yes, I'm talking about the
German
Gustav Gun
— the biggest
gun ever built
— and one
that left nothing but a 30
USMC photo by Cpl. Michael Petersheim
foot crater
April 2013

By: Jeff Searcy

upon impact. This month, however, it's about bringing out
THE guns … BIG guns. I'm talking about a couple of
MOAG's, brother — Mother-Of-All Guns, guns way bigger
than Gustav's and infinitely more powerful.
The weapons of protection or the “armor” listed in
the passage: the belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness and helmet of salvation are essential components
of a Servant Warrior's battle gear. Add the shield of faith
and you have donned and equipped yourself with THE
most sound and protective set of body armor … ever. But
the “destroy the enemy by fire” is accomplished when
we deploy THE most formidable weapons … ever. What
are they? Faith filled prayer and the sword of the Spirit
— God's word. Together they are the ultimate “Shock
and Awe!”
However, before we talk about “Shock and Awe” we
need to understand the type of weapons we will use in
spiritual warfare. Paul describes them very well in his letter to the Corinthians. “The weapons we fight with are not
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds.” (2Cor 10:4 NIV)
What does the Bible say about prayer and its power?
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in
prayer.”(Matt 21:22) “The prayer of a righteous person has
great power as it is working.”(James 5:16). Faith-filled
prayer, like the sharpest axe in the world, is awesomely
effective when deployed. And finally, the sword of the
Spirit is — God’s word. “For the word of God is alive and
active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”(Hebrews
4:12) “For no word from God will ever fail.”(Luke 1:37).
Couple the Bible’s tactical effectiveness and its source of
intelligence that is 100% reliable, … 100% relevant, … 100%
accurate, … 100% available real-time and you have the
weapon of all weapons to take into battle, every day and
be GUARANTEED victory. God's winning streak continues — infinitely. Amen!
Until next time, Warrior, keep it Real … Radical …
Relentless … Relevant … and Armor Up! PS
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